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Arbo -zoonet

In Brussels, under the guidance of 
Dr Isabel Minguez -Tudela, Scientific officer
Ms Nadine Kolloceck, administrative and legal officer

Coordination
Coordinator: Michèle Bouloy, Institut Pasteur
Deputy coordinator: Jabbar Ahmed, Research Center Borstel

Administrative officer: Nadia Khelef, Institut Pasteur

Kick off meeting , Istanbul, June 26 th 2008

Arbo -zoonet is composed of 7 Workpackages
Á,

ÁWP1 Michèle Bouloy (Coordination, management, review and assessment)

ÁWP2 Véronique Chevalier (Geographical and temporal risk assessment)

ÁWP3 Christian Drosten (Capacities and Proficiency in Diagnostics and 

Detection)

ÁWP4 Zati Vatansever, Paolo Callistri (Surveillance)

ÁWP5 Noel Tordo, Ali Mirazimi (Establishment of virulence standards)

ÁWP6 Rob Moormann (Intervention strategies)

ÁWP7 Jabbar Ahmed, Hong Yin  (Knowledge dissemination and technology 

transfer)

Technical Workshops
>carried out by experts on the subject

>carried out for specialists from the target countries

Diagnostics
ÅSample preparation

ÅAntibody based

ÅPCR based

Epidemiology
ÅTechniques

ÅTools

ÅEv aluation

Standardization
ÅOIE guidelines

ÅValidation

ÅCertification

Disease Management
ÅSimulation

ÅControl measures

ÅReporting

National Technical Workshops
>carried out by trained specialists from the target countries

>carried out for scientists from the target countries

Technology transfer

Knowledge transfer

Capacity Building

Control of Avian Influenza 

Outbreak and Spread

Diagnostics
ÅSample preparation

ÅAntibody based

ÅPCR based

Epidemiology
ÅTechniques

ÅTools

ÅEv aluation

Standardization
ÅOIE guidelines

ÅValidation

ÅCertification

Disease Management
ÅSimulation

ÅControl measures

ÅReporting
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Concept of the consortium as a whole

Dissemination

Ulrike Seitzer 

Chief Editor

Validation of laboratory assays for 

diagnosis of  infectious diseases

Seemingly simpleéé

frustratingly complex

Arbo-Zoonet RVF Workshop

March 24-27 2009 Sandringham, South Africa

J.T. Paweska

SPU-NICD

ARBO-ZOONET RIFT VALLEY FEVER 

DIAGNOSTIC WORKSHOP, Sandringham-

Johannesburg / South Africa March 24-27 2009

ÅThe workshop agenda included: 

lectures on the epidemiology, clinical 

and pathological features and 
diagnosis of RVFV with a special focus 

on early detection and using a problem 

solving approach. 

ÅTechniques presented during the 
workshop included different ELISAs 

real-time reverse transcription loop-

mediated isothermal amplification 
(RTLAMP) and TaqMan based real-

time PCR. 

ÅParticipants also visited a BSL-4 
facility.

Technical worshop on Rift Valley fever virus diagnosis

National Institute for communicable diseases (NICD)

Sandrigham - Johannesburg, South Africa 

March 24 - 27 2009 

Participants 
16 participants from various 
partner laboratories: 
UK, Germany, Belgium, 
Slovenia, Italy, Senegal, Spain 

Techniques
ELISA for Antigen detection, 
IgM and IgG, 
competition ELISA 
IFA, 
Taqman and LAMP assay

10th Biennial Conference of the Society for Tropical Veterinary Medicine, 
Lübeck, Germany June 29 ïJuly 3 2009
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Regional Training Workshop on High 

Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) and Rift 
Valley Fever (RVF) in the Maghreb, Algiers, 

Algeria, 18-22 July 2009

ÅThis specific workshop on RVF, has 

considered a multidisciplinary dimension 

(virology, entomology, epidemiologyé) of 
this disease, in the framework of the 

FAO/RAHC-NA initiative for a 

Mediterranean Animal Health Network 

(REMESA)
ÅAt the same time, parallel sessions were 

organized for the update of the most 

important aspects concerning the High 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), as 

well as the FAO/RAHC-NA coordination 

activities within the framework of the 
REMESA initiative.

Arbo-Zoonet Symposium: Interventions 

against WNV, RVFV and CCHFV: Where are 
we?, Istanbul / Turkey 19-20 Nov 2009

The symposium consisted of 3 themes:

1) Vaccines: new and existing ones, 

2) Antivirals: existing and new 
developments, and 

3) Anti-vector therapies. 

Å Besides there was a satellite 
workshop on epidemiology and 

diagnosis

Arbo-Zoonet Symposium: Dealing with WNV, 

RVFV and CCHFV Risk in Europe : Where are 
we (going)? Montpellier/France 26-27 Nov 2009

The workshop consisted talks by invited speakers 

on the "Epidemiology of WNF in Europe", the" 

EDEM project", "An environmental approach of 
WNF in the EDEN project" and ñEpidemiology, 

risk factors and prediction of RVF".

Selected scientific presentations dealed with 
CCHF, RVF and WNF in Europe. Paolo Calistri 

presented a talk on the "Use of GIS for risk 

assesment" and G. Balança talked on a 
"Ecological database for European birds".

In focus groups the current status of research, 
identification of gaps and perspectives of 

collaborations were discussed.

Technical Workshop on Epidemiological 

Tools, Berlin 30 Nov - 4 Dec 2009 

14 partner scientists from projects in Asia (China, 

Iran, Irak, Armenia, Turkey, Syria) and Europe 

(UK, Spain, Italy, Greece, Germany ) attended 
the workshop at Berlin. 

The workshop focused on the following topics:

Å Background/Introduction to Epidemiology

Å Types of Epidemiological Study Design

Å Analysing epidemiologic data
Å Sampling strategies/sample sizes

Å Serodiagnostic Tests

Å Introduction to Risk Analysis
Å Quantification of animal health and disease

WORKSHOP ON WEST NILE VIRUS 

DIAGNOSTIC TECHNIQUES, Teramo/Italy 27th -

29th APRIL 2010

Objectives of the workshop were:

1. Increasing knowledge and preparedness for West 
Nile Virus (WNV) throughout Europe

2. Harmonizing methods for WNV diagnosis

3. Learning how to undertake the following 

diagnostic techniques for WNV:

Å Preparation and storage of RNA from tissue samples

Å RT-PCR including pan-flavivirus PCR

Å Virus isolation in vitro and calculation of virus titre by 

plaque reduction neutralization test
Å Virus isolation in vivo (discussion only)

Å Antibody detection by serum neutralization (plaque 

reduction neutralization test and microtiter technique)
Å Measurement of Flavivirus IgG by ELISA

Å Measurement of WNV-specific IgM by ELISA

Next workshop

Istanbul / Turkey, 19-24 July 2010

The next Arbo-Zoonet workshop will be a

Technical Workshop on Tick Taxonomy
Pendik, Istanbul 19-24 July 2010

Pendik, Istanbul 19-24 July 2010

Third annual meeting 
Rabat,Morocco November, 2010
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Capacity building for the control of Avian 

influenza

through technology transfer and training

(ConFluTech) 

Countries involved in ConFluTech 

project

organization of technical workshops and training 

courses in the following fields:

ï Molecular diagnostic tools for pathogen 

detection and differentiation

ï Standardization and validation of diagnostic 

tools according to OIE instructions  

ï Epidemiological tools for monitoring and 

modelling Avian influenza outbreaks 

ï Management of disease outbreaks 

Central European Workshop in Kosice, Slovak Republic, May 27-28, 2008

Application of Molecular-Genetic Methods in Veterinary Diagnostic Virology, 

University ofVeterinary Medicine,Koġice, Slovakia

European Regional Training Course in Vladimir, Russia, Sept. 15-26, 2008

ñMolecular Techniques for the Diagnosis of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenzaò, Federal 

Centre for Animal Health (FGI-ARRIAH) Vladimir, Russian Federation

National Technical Workshop in Athens, Greece, Nov. 17-19, 2009
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National Technical Workshop in Bucharest, Romania, Dec. 8-9, 2008

Avian influenza - molecular diagnostic training Conflutech, National Institute for Research and 

Development for Microbiology and Immunology ñCantacuzinoò,

Regional Technical Workshop in Hama, Syria, Dec. 21-23, 2008

National Technical Workshop in Erbil, Iraq, Jan. 24-27, 2009
Technical Workshop on AIV sequencing, Phylogeny & Bioinformatics 

Uppsala, Sweden, May 26 - 29 2009

Regional Training Course on the Diagnosis of Avian Influenza (AI), 

Europe

Sep 22 ïOct 2 2009, Seibersdorf, Austria

Regional Workshop on Pathogen Detection, Differentiation and 

Epidemiological Tools for Major Infection Diseases with a Special 

Emphasis on the Zoonotic Disease Avian and Swine Influenza
Tbilisi, Georgia, Oct 31 ïDec 04 2009
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Technical Workshop ñThe Epidemiological Toolboxò - Germany 2009, 

Berlin, Germany, Nov 30 - Dec 4 2009

Technical W orkshop on AIV sequencing, Phylogeny & 

Bioinformatics, 

Uppsala, Sweden, May 26 - 29 2009

Pathogen Detection, Differentiation and Epidemiological Tools 
for Major Infection Diseases 

Tbilisi, Georgia, Oct 31 ïDec 04 2009

10th Biennial Conference of the Society for Tropical Veterinary Medicine, 

Lübeck, Germany June 29 ïJuly 3 2009


